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Written Testimony Supporting House Bill 5349, An Act Concerning the 

Timely Reporting By the Police of a Death 

 

Senator Winfield, Representative Stafstrom, Ranking Members Kissel and Fishbein, 

and distinguished members of the Judiciary Committee: 

 

My name is Jess Zaccagnino, and I am the policy counsel for the American Civil 

Liberties Union of Connecticut (ACLU-CT). I am here to testify in support of House 

Bill 5349, An Act Concerning the Timely Reporting By the Police of a Death. 

 

The ACLU-CT is dedicated to ending police violence and racism in policing in all 

forms. We strongly support measures to ensure that police are transparent and 

accountable to the communities that they are supposed to serve. Democracy depends 

on police systems that treat people fairly, justly, and wisely. But accountability 

measures alone are not enough. Connecticut must also divest from policing and 

reinvest in programs that build strong and safe communities. Policymakers must 

reduce policing’s responsibilities, scale, and tools to build an equitable future for all 

people in Connecticut. 

 

House Bill 5349 is a good initial step toward police accountability by requiring the 

timely reporting of a death to the next of kin by police officers—a measure that should 

have already been in place. This bill arises from the abject failure of police in 

Bridgeport to notify the families of two Black women—Lauren Smith-Fields and 

Brenda Lee Rawls—that their loved ones had passed away.1 Instead, both families 

were notified by third parties despite the fact that the police department’s internal 

 
1 Lola Fadulu, Second Black Family Says Bridgeport Police Didn’t Notify Them of Death, N.Y. TIMES (Jan. 31, 

2022), available at https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/31/nyregion/lauren-smith-fields-brenda-lee-rawls-

bridgeport-police.html.  

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/31/nyregion/lauren-smith-fields-brenda-lee-rawls-bridgeport-police.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/31/nyregion/lauren-smith-fields-brenda-lee-rawls-bridgeport-police.html


policy requiring in-person notification.2 These unacceptable tragedies illuminate a 

reality felt by many in Connecticut: that Black and Latinx people are 

disproportionately mistreated by police and subject to police violence. 

 

Accountability measures like House Bill 5349 are a beginning measure toward a more 

equitable and safe Connecticut. After decades of experts and evidence from Black 

scholars demonstrating the need for and effectiveness of alternatives to policing, the 

Black Lives Matter uprisings of the summer of 2020 generated many creative 

solutions for communities that have been subject to overpolicing and an endorsement 

of restorative justice rather than punitive justice.3 Justice requires creating a future 

where the role of policing is greatly diminished, while at the same time holding 

existing institutions of policing accountable for the harms they incur on the 

community. House Bill 5349 represents an opportunity to further justice, and as such, 

the ACLU-CT strongly supports the bill and urges this Committee to do the same. 

 
2 Lisa Backus, Judiciary Committee Takes on Death Notification, CT NEWS JUNKIE (Mar. 7, 2022), available at 

https://ctnewsjunkie.com/2022/03/07/judiciary-committee-takes-on-death-notification/.  
3 Invest-Divest, MOVEMENT FOR BLACK LIVES, available at https://m4bl.org/policy-platforms/invest-divest/. 
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